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the livery of a party so early as Peel did. In his first
session he was silent and observant. At the opening of
his second session he was selected to second the Address,
and acquitted himself with credit, though without re-
markable distinction. A few weeks afterwards he
defended the action of the Government in connection
with the Walcheren expedition, and it was this speech
which apparently recommended him for the post of
private secretary to Lord Liverpool. In the collection
of his parliamentary speeches, which occupies four bulky
volumes, only one other speech appears delivered before
the year 1812. This was a speech delivered on 18th
March 1811 on the proposal of a grant of two millions
for the maintenance of a body of Portuguese troops in
the service of the British Crown. By this time Peel
was Under-Secretary for the Colonies, and in those days
the office held by Lord Liverpool, his official chief, was that
entitled " Secretary of State for the Department of War
and Colonies," so that Peel's speech on this occasion was
practically an official utterance on behalf of the depart-
ment he represented. It is remarkable chiefly for a
laboured but somewhat frigid panegyric upon Lord
Wellington, with which the orator concluded. The only
other speech which Peel made before he became Chief-
Secretary for Ireland was delivered on 3d February
1812 in opposition to a motion made by Lord Morpeth
for a committee on the state of Ireland. He combated
the Catholic claims with a few of the flimsiest of common-
places ; but it is worthy of note that he concluded by
saying that " in giving his vote on the present occasion
he would by no means pledge himself with regard to
the Catholic question, but would merely give his negative